Expressions of thymidine phosphorylase (dThdPase) and vascular endothelial growth factor on angiogenesis in intestinal-type gastric carcinoma.
We examined the clinical and pathological significance of thymidine phosphorylase (dThdPase) and vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) in human gastric carcinomas, in terms of intratumoral microvessel density (IMVD), P53 expression, and patient prognosis in a total of 128 patients. Mean IMVD was significantly higher in the carcinomas with dThdPase or VEGF expression than in carcinomas without the expression. The simultaneous expression of dThdPase and VEGF was correlated with increased IMVD of human gastric carcinomas. VEGF expression was associated with P53 expression and poor patient prognosis, but dThdPase expression was not.